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The object of thie oaper is to outline briefly the 
opeaaht ate tus of a project undertsken at the University of 
Nanking by its Colicre of Agriculture and Porestry to mske 
known both the extent and content of the old Chinese literature 
pertaining to agriculture and f2mines and related subjects. 
For this purpose a Research Library Was orgenized as a departe 
went of the University Librery, General adminietration and 
housing are provided by the University Library, the funds 
are provided by the College of Agriculture ané Porestry, and 
an Advisory Committee is responsible for determining the 
broader policies to be followed by the Researeh Library etaff. 
The main activities of the Research Library will be discussed 
28 fellowes 
I. Gollection of Agricultural and Related Literature. 

Much care and attention have been given to the building 
up of a collection of old literature Serie as com 
plete as pousibie, both directand indirectly on 
Agriculture. The collection on May 1, 1928 numbered 
423,525 volumfes representing 2,214 sets or works and 


contains probably ninety percent of all the known 
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Be 
extant works devoted primarily te agriculture. The material 


is grouped as followe; 


Sets. 3 Volumes. 

1. Books on Agriculture 16é 2032 
ee Books on famines 41. 126 
3. Geographical torke pane a wae 1596 16014 
4. Lek Shu (Old Encyelopediae) 77 5219 
5. Tstung ghu (Collectana) 258 18807 
6. Miscellaneous 78 2037 

Totals 2214 43335 


fhe collection of geographic21 books has been cat- 
aloged and contains the following material; 


Catalogue of Chinese Geograrhical Books. 


Sets. Volumes. 
i. General works on Ceography 15 266 . 
Be gina: genersel - | g 37 
Se National 52 607 
4. official Cozsteera 1055 13424 
5. Special 5 38 214 1813 
Be | Travel and Guide Books 28 56 
7. Yorld Geography 7 56 283 
8. Maps — | . ee 24.4, 
Totals. 1603 16720 


It wili be seen from the above thet the collection 
already contains sbout one haif of the known Govzeteers - 
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II. Bibliography of Chinese Literature on Agriculture 
Mh A bibliography of Chinese Literature on 

Agriculture Was published in 1924 and listed Somewhat over two 
thousand titles classified under twenty-one headings. While not 
much more than a mere list, the oublished material accomplished 
the very important result of indicating e hitherto generally 
unknown and unexpected wealth of oid Ghinese sgricultural liter- 
ature. Since the publication of tiie bibliography further effort 
has been made to compile an exhaustive annotsted bibliography 
of special and the more important agricultural books, with notes 
on the authors, the contents, the kind of edition, the date, 
and place of publication, deviations from original text,whether 
extant or lost, extent of completeness if extant, etc. Already 
a considerable part of this project has been accomplished and 
publication of this more cowolete bibliography will be effected 
ag soon as possibile. Copies of the original bibliography are 
still availabdle. 

Tit. Indexing Old Chinese Works on agriculture. The 
initial interest in the larger undertaking being deseribed in 
thie paper, etarted with this project and crew out of the 
interest and active cooperation of Dr. VW. T. dwingle of the 
United States Department of Agriculture who mede available the 
services of Mise Ketherine H. Wead of his office, who spent a 
Kear end a half in Nenking, instituting the method of indexing 
developed by ir. GWingle and trsining workers. Twenty odd works 


on agriculture and famine have been indexed. Six of these 


indexes have been carried to completion, that is, a Chinese 
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index in book form, and two sets of aard indexes one in 
Chinese and one in Engiisn. the very great practical value of 
these indexes has already been demonstrated. 


IV. Gompi lation 


This project grew out of the problems arising in 


of an Apricultural Sncyclopedia Sinica. 


the indexing of the literature referred to in the precesding 
paragraph. 80 many reprints of, and quotations from, earlier 
works on agriculture were found, duplications wer so extensive, 
that it became evident thet the only setisfactory way of arriving 
at 2 careful index of this literature would be to bring together 
the original works into one related whole. Furthermore, meny 
of the older bnd most valuable books are very difficult to 
obtain. The material so far compiled hae come from nearly three 
hundred different works, and make up wore than ten wiliion 
characters on about twenty-five thousend cards. There is 
careful checking with original sources whenever possible and 
much systematic editing is required. The material in the 
Encyclopedia will be indexed secording to the method already 
in operation. This project, started in December, 1925, will 
require from five to eight years to comelete. When ooupleted, 
however, there should he available a mase of extremely valuable 
material not only rerteining to Chinese agriculture but to 
many other related chases of Chinese Quiture and Civilization. 
V. Peprinting of Some Important Olid Chinese Books on 
Agriculture. Arroncements have already been made with the 
Commercial Press, Shanchi to reprint 2 number of the moet im 


portant of the older books on agriculture using original and 
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and carefully proof-read texts in order to preserve the 
Original features of such works. : 
VI. 


indexing of Periodicals. Beginning with 1924, 


& systematic index hes been made of 211 articles on Agriculture 
and related subjects which have appeared in English and Chinese 
periodicals or year books published in China. Some of. these 
publics tions,Ko back more than seventy years. The total 

number of incex cards on June 1, 1926, was 5000 English and 
5500 Chinese, which is a good indication of the amount of 


material thus made easily evaileble. 
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have been undertaken. 
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VIII. Conclusion. What we have been trying to do/a t the 


University of Nanking is, of course,the development of sa center for 
research in problems centering in and about Chinese Agriculture, 
answers to which may be found in China's old literature relating 
thereto. We should be very happy to have the members of the American 
Oriental Society and its friends, use such resources as we have been 
developing and cooperate with us in fulfilling the larger purposes 
for which th& Research Library has been developed. 


John H. Reisner, Co-Dean 
College of Agriculture and Forestry, 
The University of Nanking, 
Nanking, China. 


New York City 
April 1, i929 
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